
Sunday 7th April – Passion Sunday

Philippians 3:4b-14

If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more:  5circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the
people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6as to zeal, a persecutor of
the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. 7Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss
because of Christ. 8More than that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my
Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 9and
be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but one that comes through faith in
Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith.  10I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the
sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his death,  11if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead.
12Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I press on to make it my own, because Christ
Jesus has made me his own. 13Beloved, I do not consider that I have made it my own; but this one thing I do: forgetting
what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, 14I press on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of
God in Christ Jesus. 

John 12:1-8 (only one reading before Gospel)

Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home of Lazarus, whom he had raised from the dead. 2There they
gave a dinner for him. Martha served, and Lazarus was one of those at the table with him. 3Mary took a pound of costly
perfume made of pure nard, anointed Jesus’ feet, and wiped them with her hair. The house was filled with the fragrance of
the perfume.  4But Judas Iscariot,  one of his disciples (the one who was about  to betray him), said,  5“Why was this
perfume not sold for three hundred denarii and the money given to the poor?” 6(He said this not because he cared about
the poor, but because he was a thief; he kept the common purse and used to steal what was put into it.) 7Jesus said, “Leave
her alone. She bought it so that she might keep it for the day of my burial. 8You always have the poor with you, but you
do not always have me.”



Choral Evensong

2 Chronicles 35:1-6, 10-16

Josiah kept a passover to the  Lord in Jerusalem; they slaughtered the passover lamb on the fourteenth day of the first
month. 2He appointed the priests to their offices and encouraged them in the service of the house of the Lord. 3He said to
the Levites who taught all Israel and who were holy to the  Lord, ‘Put the holy ark in the house that Solomon son of
David, king of Israel, built; you need no longer carry it on your shoulders. Now serve the Lord your God and his people
Israel. 4Make preparations by your ancestral houses by your divisions, following the written directions of King David of
Israel and the written directions of his son Solomon. 5Take position in the holy place according to the groupings of the
ancestral houses of your kindred the people, and let there be Levites for each division of an ancestral house. 6Slaughter the
passover lamb, sanctify yourselves, and on behalf of your kindred make preparations, acting according to the word of the
Lord by Moses.’ 

10 When the service had been prepared for, the priests stood in their place, and the Levites in their divisions according to
the king’s command. 11They slaughtered the passover lamb, and the priests dashed the blood that they received from them,
while the Levites did the skinning. 12They set aside the burnt-offerings so that they might distribute them according to the
groupings of the ancestral houses of the people, to offer to the Lord, as it is written in the book of Moses. And they did the
same with the bulls.  13They roasted the passover lamb with fire according to the ordinance; and they boiled the holy
offerings  in  pots,  in  cauldrons,  and  in  pans,  and  carried  them  quickly  to  all  the  people.  14Afterwards  they  made
preparations for themselves and for the priests, because the priests the descendants of Aaron were occupied in offering the
burnt-offerings and the fat parts until night; so the Levites made preparations for themselves and for the priests, the
descendants of Aaron. 15The singers, the descendants of Asaph, were in their place according to the command of David,
and Asaph, and Heman, and the king’s seer Jeduthun. The gatekeepers were at each gate; they did not need to interrupt
their service, for their kindred the Levites made preparations for them. 

16 So all the service of the Lord was prepared that day, to keep the passover and to offer burnt-offerings on the altar of the
Lord, according to the command of King Josiah. 

Luke 22:1-13
Now the festival of Unleavened Bread, which is called the Passover, was near.  2The chief priests and the scribes were
looking for a way to put Jesus to death, for they were afraid of the people. 

3 Then Satan entered into Judas called Iscariot, who was one of the twelve; 4he went away and conferred with the chief
priests and officers of the temple police about how he might betray him to them. 5They were greatly pleased and agreed to
give him money.  6So he consented and began to look for an opportunity to betray him to them when no crowd was
present. 

7 Then came the day of Unleavened Bread, on which the Passover lamb had to be sacrificed.  8So Jesus sent Peter and
John, saying, ‘Go and prepare the Passover meal for us that we may eat it.’ 9They asked him, ‘Where do you want us to
make preparations for it?’ 10‘Listen,’ he said to them, ‘when you have entered the city, a man carrying a jar of water will
meet you; follow him into the house he enters 11and say to the owner of the house, “The teacher asks you, ‘Where is the
guest  room, where I may eat  the Passover with my disciples?’ ”  12He will  show you a large room upstairs,  already
furnished. Make preparations for us there.’ 13So they went and found everything as he had told them; and they prepared
the Passover meal. 


