
CATERHAM TEAM MINISTRY   

THE CHURCHES OF ST. PAUL & ST. AGATHA,
WOLDINGHAM

FABRIC & BUILDINGS COMMITTEE REPORT FOR THE

 ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 2017

The formal Committee met once during the year on 1st June 2016 and has
maintained ongoing consultation, both face to face and via email, between
its  members  as  to work  needed and decisions  to be made.  A very large
number of informal meetings were held ‘on site’ to review work & problems
associated with the installation of the Base Station in the church Tower.

Committee Members are:
Maureen Westmarland (Church Warden)
Mrs Judy Chapman (Church Warden)
Christopher Roberts (PCC Member for Base Station))
Roger Simpson (Architect to the PCC) retired November 2016.
Peter Johnson 
Ex Officio: Tim Salmon (Treasurer)
                 Christopher Sykes (For St Agatha’s grounds)

<<<<<<<<>>>>>>>>
During  the  year  Roger  Simpson,  who  has  served  for  many  years  in  the
honorary post of Architect to the PCC, found it necessary to step down from
this role for health reasons. He has been involved with the Church buildings
for  many  years,  was  Quinquennial  Inspecting  Architect  for  a  significant
period and has been involved in specifying and supervising much of the work
carried out at  the two churches in the past. He remains a repository of
knowledge and past experience for the Fabric Committee to call  upon in
future

Projects:

During the year no major projects have been carried out at St Paul’s other
the installation  of  the  mobile  phone base  station  in  St  Paul’s Tower  –  a
project that has dominated the Fabric Committee’s time and activity for the
latter part of the year.

Left over from 2015 was the remaking of the main vehicle entrance from
Croft Rd and adaptions to the former gated entrance. This work was not
completed  and  remains  to  be  undertaken  and  funding  allocated  by
stakeholders in Croft Rd.

Sundry Works:

St Paul’s:

The following sundry work has been completed:
 The organ foot well light was replaced 
 The lighting in the chancel was improved using LED bulbs 
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 The lightening conductor was tested and a new earth rod fitted
 The main electrical inlet was overhauled and remounted in the boiler

room by National Power Networks.
 Effecting repairs to the boiler’s distribution manifold valves resolved

the hot water problems and poor heating in the Church Room.
  Using scaffolding erected for the Base Station the stone lettering

bands around the tower were cleaned.

The Old War Memorial:

During the year a faculty was obtained to re-site the Old Memorial back to
its original home in St Agatha’s Church. However, this was delayed by the
Inspecting Surveyor banning any movement until the delaminated and worm
damaged area of timber had been stabilised. This has now been done and
removal is expected take place in March 2017.

St Agatha’s: 

During the year Roger Simpson’s schedule of minor works required for St
Agatha’s and listed in the 2015 QI report has been carried out. 
Recent QI inspections have noted the need for a new Electrical Certification
for the limited electrical installation in the Church. Test revealed that the
existing pyrotenax cable system did not meet current standards and it was
decided to rewire the Church completely and to incorporate time switch
controls  for  the overhead heaters  as  well  as  extra  13amp outlets  and a
smoke  alarm.  This  work  was  completed  in  October,  and  a  current
certification issued.

Health & Safety: As the result of a ‘trip and fall’ incident in the lectern
area,  vision strips  were added to the steps in this  area and the lectern
reduced slightly in height to more easily accommodate readers less than six
feet in height!

St Agatha’s Bell: As reported last year the bell and its mountings had been
removed from the turret for safety reasons. Estimates of repair indicated
that to rehang the bell a sum of approx. £5000 was needed and an Appeal
was made to the Village to raise this sum. This was generously supported
and a Faculty was applied for to enable the work to be carried out. The
grant  of  this  has  been  seriously  delayed  by  problems  with  Diocesan
administration but was finally granted in Feb 2017.

Other Matters

1. Church Grounds:  Considerable efforts continue to be made to improve
the condition of the St Paul’s grounds with a number of working parties
giving  their  time  and  energy  to  improving  paths  and  grass  edges  in
particular. The PCC is very grateful to all those who work on this task, to
Tony Porter for regularly mowing the extensive grass area and to Alistair
Pirie & Robin Tozer for work on hedges and boundaries.
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At St Agatha’s care of the churchyard and Parish burial ground is in the
hands of Christopher Sykes, who we thank for carrying out this duty. 
During the year Christopher has produced a leaflet aimed at walkers &
passers-bye and dispensed from a container on the church gate. This has
proved very popular.
The QI report required us to have an arboriculuralist inspect the trees in
the graveyard. This was done and some maintenance work was carried
out on some of the trees.
The  PCC  are  very  grateful  for  the  grant  they  receive  from  the
Woldingham Parish Council towards the costs of the upkeep of the Parish
Burial Ground.

2. St  Paul’s  Church  Tower:  Reference  has  frequently  been  made  to
waterproofing  works  in  the  Tower  in  earlier  reports.  Ahead  of  the
Quinquennial Inspection the Quinquennial Architect was been asked to
assist the Committee in seeking more permanent solutions to the long-
standing  damp  problems.  This  task  passed  to  Bob  Wilson,  the  new
Inspecting Surveyor, and, along with his supervision of the base station
installation he has taken the opportunity to survey the outer fabric of
the tower from the scaffolding erected by the phone contractor. 
As a result he has provided the PCC with an outline scheme, an estimate
of possible total  cost,  and his fees to work up the scheme to tender
stage. In February 2017 the PCC agreed to take this next step in the
process. It is almost certain that overall costs could be in the region of
£80,000 and an appeal will have to be made for this sum in due course.

3. Electrical Work & Testing: The Committee is aware that the electrical
system at St Paul’s is over due for full testing and certification but this
work has been held over pending the installation of the base station in
the St  Paul’s Tower. This  work  is  now expected to proceed after  the
system modifications needed to provide the base station power supply
which passes through our switchgear.  

5. The Base Station in St Paul’s Tower: This installation, which provides
transmission of mobile phone signals for both 02 & Vodafone, dominated
activity at the Church for the last three months of the year. It first went
live on 9th Jan 2017 but has yet to reach full power. Tests conducted on 9th

Jan indicated  that there were no additional  levels  of  radio  frequency
energy from the equipment recorded at either Woodlea or in the Church
environs. Further tests will be made when the equipment is at full power.

<<<<<<<<<<<>>>>>>>>>>

The Committee and the PCC also wish to thank the many volunteers who
assist in the maintenance of our two churches both for  their labour and
often their contribution of materials and other consumables. Without this
enthusiasm to keep our building and grounds in good order we would find
the tasks much harder and more costly to carry out.
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PJJ April 2017
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